additional references.
This book is sponsored by Exxaro, an energy and heavy mineral mining company based in South Africa. The focus of the book is mineral resources education. The scope of the book does not encompass analytical techniques like optical microscopy or X-ray diffractometry. The book distinguishes itself from other mineralogy books by containing rich conceptual and visual content as an introductory guide for mineralogy. Concepts and terms are well explained and highlighted in the texts. A glossary is provided at the end of the book.
The book uses examples from everyday life to help comprehend difficult terms. The visual appearance of the book is attractive. The whole book is well edited and printed on glossy coated paper. Figures and diagrams are all well illustrated in color. Hundreds of high-quality photographs of excellent mineral specimens are presented in the book. They are from all over the world, with an emphasis on South Africa.
The book Understanding Minerals and Crystals is an appropriate guide not only for students majoring in geology, but for any reader who is interested in minerals and crystals. Students will welcome it in introductory mineralogy courses with its wellexplained and well-illustrated content related to crystal formation and mineral properties. With this fundamental background, they should be comfortable consulting further resources to learn economic geology, gemology, and geochronology. Instructors will find the color photographs of mineral specimens appealing to show in class. Enthusiasts and collectors will appreciate it as a useful reference with its clear descriptions and images.
